INSTRUMENTS   OF   POLICY
mosque, a special edition of Al-Istiqlal being published to urge
the population to attend.1 Prompt action by King Faisal
prevented disturbances at the mosque, but a committee was
appointed to approach the King with protests against Mr.
Churchill's statement.2 Telegrams of protest to foreign govern-
ments, to the value of Rs. 1,500 (£i 15), were prepared but were
held up at the instance of the High Commissioner, whose action
was later confirmed by King Faisal.3
In the provinces, anti-Mandate and pro-Mandate petitions
were producing a heated atmosphere, while revenue payment
in the Euphrates area ceased, on the assurance of the National-
ists that the British would soon leave 'Iraq. In 'Amara and Kut,
the great landowners viewed these assurances with great dis-
satisfaction. Many shaikhs, resenting the scant consideration
already shown them by the Arab Government, feared the time
when British control should be completely removed. On the
other hand, a large body of shaikhs, including Shaikh 'Abdul
Wahid of the Fatla,4 and tribesmen, mainly Shicis and therefore
under the influence of the 'Ulamd, sought the overthrow of the
British-controlled regime.
Tension was not lessened by the fact that in administrative
circles, as early as the end of 1921, a distinction had been made,
as by the Qaimmaqam of Abu Sukhair, between those who had
taken part in the Insurrection of 1920 and those who had been
and still were pro-British. The former, particularly in Hilla
Liwa, by the special orders of the Mutasarrif,5 were given light
revenue assessments, facilities for payment and prompt
attention to their complaints. The latter were faced with
1	Al-Istiqldl, May 28th, 1922. Al-Istiqldl was suppressed July 7th, when the
license of Al-Tauhfd (founded Baghdad, June 24th, 1922) was withdrawn.
2	Ibid., May sist, 1922; AL-Mufid> June ist, 1922.
8 Baghdad Times, June 4th, 1922. When the telegrams were held up in Bagh-
dad, the Nationalists chartered a motor to take them to Persia, but the King was
persuaded to bring pressure to bear on those concerned, to abandon the scheme.
4	Chief instigator of the tribal revolt against the 'Iraq Government in 1935,
5	The Mutasarrif Js campaign, which he carried even into Karbala Liwd, was
based on (a) Rejection of the Treaty; (b) Resignation of the Cabinet; (c) Removal
of the British provincial Advisers.
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